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SUBJECT: THE PSI AND THE "LAW AND ORDER" ISSUE 

REF: ROME 3415 

t. SOCIALIST PARTY (PSI) STAGED ELABORATE NATIONAL CONVENTION 
ON "PUBLIC ORDER AND CRIMINALITY" AT MILAN, MARCH 7-9, TO HIGH- 
LIGHT ITS POSITION ON THIS POLITICALLY SENSITIVE ISSUE PRIOR TO 
COALITION PARTIES' SUMMIT ON THE SUBJECT SCHEDULED MARCH 13. 
CREDIBILITY OF MEETING ENHANCED BY PRESENCE OF INVITED CRIMINOL- 
OGISTS FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES, INCLUDING YUGOSLAVIA AND CANADA. 
CONFERENCE MADE NO CHANGES TO "ANTI-CRIME" PROPOSALS ADOPTED 
OFFICIALLY BY PSI AT RECENT DIRECTORATE MEETING. 

2. SOCIALIST POSITION COLLIDES HEAD-ON WITH THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC (DC) POSITIONS BY SUPPORTING UNIONIZATION OF THE 
POLICE FORCE; AND WITH THE PSDI IN ITS OPPOSITION TO GIVING 
POLICE THE POWER TO DETAIN SUSPECTED LAW BREAKERS WITHOUT 
CHARGE FOR UP TO 48 HOURS. CONFERENCE SPEAKERS ALSO SCOFFED 
AT RECENT DC PROPOSALS TO PERMIT EASIER POLICE RECOURSE TO 
THEIR WEAPONS. FINALLY, DEPUTY SECRETARY MOSCA SET OFF A NEW 
ROUND OF POLEMICS WITH DC AND PSDI IN CLOSING REMARKS BY 
ACCUSING DC SECRETARY FANFANI AND PSDI PRESIDENT TANASSI OF 
BEING ENGAGED IN A RACE TO GARNER RIGHTIST VOTES THROUGH THEIR 
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LOMBARDY," HE ADDED THAT FASCISM IS NOT JUST SYMBOLISM, "FASCISM 
IS ABOVE ALL GOVERNMENT BY THE RIGHT.” 

3. THAT THE PSI MAJORITY, NEVERTHELESS, IS ANXIOUS TO AVOID 
HAVING THE LAW AND ORDER ISSUE TURN INTO A CONFRONTATION WHICH 
COULD BRING DOWN THE GOVERNMENT WAS CLEARLY MANIFEST IN SECRE- 
TARY DE MARTINO'S MORE MODERATE PRESENTATION, REMARKABLE FOR 
ITS ABSENCE OF POLEMICE, AND FOR HIS ADMISSION THAT AT LEAST 
SOME POLITICAL CRIME IS OF LEFTIST (BUT NOT PSI/PCI) INSPIRA- 
TION. 

4. COMMENT: THE EVIDENT ELECTORAL CAST OF THE PSI POSITION 
WAS INDICATED BY THE ASSERT ATION THAT THE RISE IN CRIME IS 
CAUSED PRIMARILY BY FAILURE THUS FAR TO ENACT SOCIALIST PRO- 
POSED REFORMS (E.G.. HOUSING, ETC.), INSISTENCE ON THE NEO- 
FASCIST CHARACTER OF MOST POLITICAL CRIME, AND EVEN OF A CON- 
NECTION BETWEEN THE LATTER AND COMMON CRIME. THERE IS SOME 
INDICATION, HOWEVER, THAT THE PSI LEADERS ARE CONCERNED LEST 
THEY NOT BE CONVINCING. DE MARTINO AND HIS PARTY ARE CLEARLY 
UNCOMFORTABLE WITH THE LAW AND ORDER ISSUE. ON THE ONE HAND. 
SUPPORT OF POLICE UNIONIZATION IS A MUST FOR ANY SOCIALIST. 

AND OPPOSITION TO TEMPORARY POLICE DETENTION OF POTENTIAL 
VIOLATORS IS DICTATED BY THE PSI'S TACIT SUPPORT OF SOME 
GROUPS OF THE EXTRA-PARLIAMENTARY LEFT AND CIVIL RIGHTS 
CRUSADERS. ON THE OTHER HAND, TIGHTER LAW AND ORDER MEASURES 
ARE CURRENTLY A MAJOR DEMAND OF THE MIDDLE CLASS AND MUCH OF 
THE WORKING CLASS, AND THE CENTER AND RIGHT EQUATE "UNIONI- 
ZATION" TO "POLITICIZATION" OF THE POLICE, WITH THE ATTENDANT 
DOUBT AS TO THE EFFECT ON EFFICIENCY AND RELIABILITY. THE 
MILAN CONFERENCE WAS AN ELABORATE AND EXPENSIVE EFFORT TO 
ESTABLISH PSI CREDIBILITY WITH EVERYONE, BUT THE MOUNTAIN 
APPEARS TO HAVE PRODUCED NO MORE THAN A MOUSE.VOLPE 
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